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RELEASE OF SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORTS



School Accountability Reports
• Under the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) federal law, state education 

departments such as the North Dakota Department of Public Instruction (NDDPI) 
are required to annually create an accountability report for every public school in 
the state. 

• The school accountability reports outline how schools are performing on the 
accountability elements North Dakota selected within its ESSA plan.

• The preliminary school accountability reports, based on data from the 2018-2019 
school year, were posted in a private portal for review on August 28, 2019.

• Schools have approximately three weeks to review the reports, ask questions, or 
appeal their data.



Elementary/High School Accountability System



Interactive School Dashboard
1. An interactive dashboard, Insights.ND, has been created as the home for state 

agency and community data.

2. The dashboard can be accessed at: Insights.nd.gov 

3. To access our school Accountability Report once it’s final, visit Insights, select “Find 
My School”, and search alphabetically for our school.

4. The school accountability report will be posted under the Dashboard heading.

5. The dashboard allows schools and districts to showcase and highlight strengths in 
their buildings while providing transparency to the public.

https://insights.nd.gov/


Insights Dashboard



OUR SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY REPORT



Watford City High School School Accountability Report



Watford City High School School Accountability Report



Academic Achievement
NDSA ELA



Academic Achievement
NDSA Math



Academic Achievement
NDSA Science



School Quality
• ESSA law requires states to use at least one additional “indicator of school quality” 

that is non-academic, which in North Dakota is student engagement.

• The student engagement element will account for 20% of the High School 
accountability score.

• North Dakota public schools measured student engagement through the use of a 
survey within the Cognia (Formerly AdvancED) platform given in January 2019.

• Watford City High School results 



English Language Proficiency (ELP) Growth
• Measurement of English Language Proficiency (ELP) growth for active ELs who took 

the annual WIDA ACCESS for ELLs® assessment is also an element measured for 
accountability.

• Schools who don’t have 10 students identified as English Learners will have this data 
suppressed and the points will be equally re-distributed to the other elements.

• Watford City High School
    results:



College and Career Ready
• Choice Ready is a new component in the North Dakota accountability system to measure whether our 

high schools produce students that are ready for success upon graduation.

• The metrics outlined within the Choice Ready initiative are intended to measure growth for North 
Dakota high schools, as indicated by student readiness in the following areas:
✔ Academic Ready
✔ Career Ready
✔ Military Ready

• The Choice Ready measure is calculated based upon year-over-year growth in the overall performance 
of the school’s graduating class.

• Our Choice Ready growth from 2017-2018 to 2018-2019 is: [Insert Summary]



College and Career Ready
Our Choice Ready growth from 2017-2018 to 2018-2019 is:



Graduation Rate
• North Dakota has chosen to use on-time graduation rates as one element for 

accountability in its public high schools.

• North Dakota will measure graduation rate based on a four-year cohort. The on-time 
graduation rate is the percentage of students who graduated in 2019 within four years 
of entering the 9th grade in the 2015-2016 school year.

• Our graduation rate is: 



Graduation Rate
Watford City High School 4 year graduation rate is: 



Graduation Rate
Watford City High School 5 year graduation rate is: 



GED Completion
• North Dakota’s plan includes the GED as an indicator of graduation.

• The GED indicator is a separate element from the graduation rate and will account 
for 8% of the accountability system.

• Our GED completer rate is: 



School Support
• North Dakota built its ESSA plan around a Continuous Improvement model.

• Within North Dakota’s System of Support:
✔ General Support

✔ Targeted Support

✔ Comprehensive Support

• Our school is in the General Support category of support.

• With being in the General Support category our school will continue the school 
improvement process. General Support is what most schools in the state fall under.



School Strategy Maps
• All North Dakota public schools 

submitted a school improvement 
plan within the Cognia platform in 
May 2019.

• Our strategy map, outlines our key 
school improvement initiatives, and 
is available on the Insights 
Dashboard.

● Watford Cith High School Strategy 
map on next slide.



Watford City High School: Mission, Vision and Beliefs



Watford City High School: Goals and Objectives



Watford City High School: Critical Initiatives 



Watford City High School: Key Measures 



Questions can be directed to:
Randy Cranston

Principal
Watford City High School

701-444-3624
rcranston@watford-city.k12.nd.us


